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W E L C O M E

What’s in this sample
Real pages from the full packs

Thanks for downloading. This sample has pages from the KS2 Topic Pack, the Timeline & Poster Set and the Family

Activity Pack. Every fact is checked against a named source, listed at the back.

PACK FOR

Martello Towers KS2 Topic Pack Ages 7 to 11, schools and families

Martello Towers History Detective Pack Ages 11 to 14

Martello Towers Family Activity Pack Families, ages 5 and up

Martello Towers Spotter’s Field Guide Adult history fans and walkers

Martello Towers Visit Journal Visitors of all ages

Martello Towers Timeline & Poster Set Classrooms and home

The full packs are at martello-towers.forts.im/shop/.

A B O U T  T H E  F A C T S

Some of these places are more than 200 years old, and some questions have no single answer. Where sources
differ, we show what each one says, rather than picking one.
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F R O M  T H E  K S 2  T O P I C  P A C K

Label the Martello tower
From the KS2 Topic Pack. Answers: 1. gun platform · 2. parapet · 3. 24-pounder gun · 4. barrack
room · 5. central pillar · 6. magazine · 7. door · 8. ladder
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A slice through a tower. The sea is on the right. Our own simplified drawing, not to scale, not a copy of any real tower, plan, map, print or
photograph.

Word bank: 24-pounder gun · barrack room · central pillar · door · gun platform · ladder · magazine · parapet
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F R O M  T H E  P O S T E R  S E T

The Martello towers timeline
From 1794 to 2007

10 FEBRUARY 1794

The tower at Mortella Point, Corsica, is taken by the

British (Royal Museums Greenwich)

1796

The British leave Corsica and demolish most of the

Mortella tower (Historic England)

1796 TO 1799

The Prince of Wales Tower is built in Halifax, Nova

Scotia (Parks Canada)

JULY 1803

Captain William Ford proposes towers along the

south coast (English Heritage)

JUNE 1804

The order is made to build tower No. 11 at

Sandycove, Dublin (James Joyce Tower)

OCTOBER 1804

A conference at Rochester agrees the tower scheme

in principle (English Heritage)

1805 TO 1808

Most of the 74 south coast towers are built (English

Heritage)

1805 TO 1806

Tower 24 and its twin are built at Dymchurch (Historic

England)

1809 TO 1812

29 east coast towers are built in Essex and Suffolk

(English Heritage)

1813 TO 1814

Hackness Battery and Martello Tower are built in

Orkney (Historic Environment Scotland)

1815

Carleton Martello Tower is finished in Saint John

(Parks Canada)

BY 1817

Towers 1 to 27 have all been disarmed (English Heritage)

1826

The Aldington Gang of smugglers is brought to

justice (English Heritage)

1832

The Coastguard takes over; tower 24 becomes a

Coastguard station (English Heritage)

1864

The Prince of Wales Tower becomes a gunpowder

store (Parks Canada)

1866

Hackness gets a 68-pounder gun (Historic Environment

Scotland)

1892

The only record of the Hackness guns being fired: a

practice day (Historic Environment Scotland)

1904

Oliver St John Gogarty rents the Sandycove tower;

James Joyce stays (James Joyce Tower)

1941 TO 1944

A concrete command post on Carleton tower is in

use (Parks Canada)

13 JUNE 1944

Observers on tower 24 report the first V1 flying

bomb to enter the UK (English Heritage)

16 JUNE 1962

The James Joyce Tower opens as a museum (James

Joyce Tower)

1969

Tower 24 opens as a museum (English Heritage)

1971

The Landmark Trust takes on the Aldeburgh tower

(The Landmark Trust)

2007

The Rideau Canal joins the World Heritage List

(UNESCO)
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F R O M  T H E  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T Y  P A C K

The big gun
A gun, a wooden carriage and a pile of cannonballs

The gun sat on a wooden platform that could turn through 360 degrees.
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Credits, licence & help
The small print, kept short

Y O U R  L I C E N C E

This is a free sample from REALLYBYTE. This file is for your own personal use: print as many copies as you need for yourself and your
household. Please don’t resell it, re-upload it or share it publicly. For club, school or commercial use, please email info@reallybyte.com.

All drawings, charts, puzzles and layouts are REALLYBYTE’s own original work. Drawings are our own simplified impressions: not photographs or
copies of real objects, buildings or maps, not to scale, and not copied from any plan, print, photo or book.

W H E R E  T H E  F A C T S  C O M E  F R O M

Every fact in this pack was checked against the source pages below on 3 Nov 2026. Where sources give different figures, we show each one with
its source rather than picking one.

Historic England, Heritage Calling blog: A Brief Introduction to Martello Towers:
heritagecalling.com/2025/10/09/a-brief-introduction-to-martello-towers/
Royal Museums Greenwich: Mortella Tower, Corsica (elevation), 1794:
www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/rmgc-object-105772
Parks Canada, Directory of Federal Heritage Designations: Prince of Wales Tower:
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/DFHD/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=291
English Heritage: History of Dymchurch Martello Tower: www.english-
heritage.org.uk/visit/places/dymchurch-martello-tower/history/
James Joyce Tower: The Martello Tower: joycetower.ie/about-us/martello-tower
Historic England: Martello tower no 24 at Dymchurch (list entry 1014626):
historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1014626

Historic Environment Scotland: Hackness Battery and Martello Tower, history and
stories: www.historicenvironment.scot/visit/all/hackness-battery-and-martello-
tower/history-and-stories/
Parks Canada, Directory of Federal Heritage Designations: Carleton Martello Tower:
www.pc.gc.ca/apps/dfhd/page_nhs_eng.aspx?id=198
Parks Canada: The 20th Century, Carleton Martello Tower: parks.canada.ca/lhn-
nhs/nb/carleton/culture/20-siecle-century
The Landmark Trust: Martello Tower, Aldeburgh:
www.landmarktrust.org.uk/properties/martello-tower/
UNESCO World Heritage Centre: Rideau Canal: whc.unesco.org/en/list/1221/

Not affiliated with English Heritage, Historic England, Historic Environment Scotland, Royal Museums Greenwich, Parks Canada, UNESCO, the James Joyce Tower, Dublin
UNESCO City of Literature, the Landmark Trust, the Friends of Martello24, the Wish Tower Friends, the Seaford Museum and Heritage Society, the UK government or any
museum. Their names, and the names of the places they look after, are used only to identify the places and sources discussed. All pictures are our own simplified drawings:
not reconstructions, not scale plans, and not copied from any site plan, map, guidebook or photograph.

N E E D  H E L P ?

Useless can’t help (he’s an eraser, and he’s busy rubbing out the bits he got wrong), but we can.
Problems with your file, or spotted something we should fix? Email info@reallybyte.com.

More free Martello tower facts and games: martello-towers.forts.im


